Anointing of the Sick
Also called the Sacrament of the Sick is celebrated during Sunday Mass three times a year:  1) At all of the Masses for a Sunday of Advent (usually the third Sunday of Advent), 2) At all of the Masses for a Sunday of Lent (usually the fourth Sunday of Lent) and 3) At all of the Masses for a Sunday in late Summer (usually during August).  Call the rectory in advance to confirm.

The Sacrament of the Sick is also celebrated after the 11:30 AM Mass each Thursday, unless there is a funeral at the 11:30 Mass.  (Call in advance)

It can also be arranged for someone to receive the Sacrament of the Sick by calling the rectory (431-1802).

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
(The Sacrament of the Sick) - Many older Catholics remember being taught about the Sacrament of the Sick when it was called Extreme Unction.  The rite principally was a rite to prepare someone (and really their loved ones too who were present) for death, and so it was only given at times when death was thought to be immanent.  

They consisted of some prayers.   The person made a good confession if they were able.  If they were unable, it was believed that the anointing itself took the place of a good confession.  If they had never been Baptized, they were Baptized.  There was communion, and it went by a special title in this circumstance.  It was called “viaticum” which means “food for the way” or “food for the journey”, which in this case meant the person’s journey back to God.  Having thus had their soul prepared for death, the person’s body was “prepared” for death.  The priest would anoint the five senses of the person (eyes, ears, nose, mouth and hands).  After all, the senses–our seeing, hearing, smelling, tasting and feeling–are what connect us with the physical world we live in now.  When celebrated reverently and prayerfully, I think we can begin to see how this Sacrament was important in the life of our church.  It provided a ritual way to begin to accept the reality of one’s own death.  For those who were in attendance at the anointing, it was also a way to consciously confront the reality of a loved one’s impending death.  The ritual helped to make this possible.

Today, what is called the Sacrament of the Sick still has this role for those who are near to death.  The Sacrament is also celebrated however with those who while seriously ill, are not close to death.  In this circumstance it is not about preparing one’s soul and body for death.  It is about the hope of bringing God’s healing (and in the end it is only God who heals) into a person’s life.  This healing can take many forms, from a healing of the actual illness, to be given the strength to deal with it.  It can be for physical, mental, emotional or spiritual illness as well.

The oil used for the Sacrament of the Sick is the “Oil of the Sick” (abbreviated “OI” from the Latin for “Oil of the Infirmed) is olive oil that is blessed by our bishop every year at the diocesan Chrism Mass.  So when this oil is used, whether at time of death or otherwise, it is the whole church that is present to the person in their need.

